
 

 

  P.O. Box 225 Glen Ellen, CA 95442 

 
November, 28, 2016 
 
Dear Neighbor, 
 
This year something changed: We are at risk of losing the ability to insure our homes! 
 
Now that I have your attention, let me tell you what’s been going on.  It's a long story and many 
of you will have questions.  Full details are enclosed… but here are the Cliff’s notes: 

1. An organization called ISO sets the fire standards that your insurance company uses to 
set your rates, or to decide whether to provide you fire insurance at all.    

2. ISO changed their standards, which (interject long story) requires the MVFD to buy a new 
fire engine. 

3. If we do not buy this fire engine, our service area will be immediately downgraded by 
ISO to a level where insurance companies may not offer you fire insurance. 

4. This fire engine is 9” too tall to fit in our Stations, so we need pay for structure changes. 
 
Chief Horne and your MVFD Board have been working to resolve this issue for months.  With 
cooperation from the County we have found a used fire engine that meets the ISO requirements 
and completed the process of purchasing it.   
 
This engine cost $85,000 (we got a really good deal because it is worth $110,000!).  To retrofit 
Station 1 to house the new engine will cost ~ $20,000.  These were not planned expenses and 
put our operational budget at risk. 
 
I reach out to you each year at this time to ask for your donation to the MVFD.  You are always 
very generous and we raise ~ $15,000 each year through this fund drive.  But I want to make a 
personal plea for your generosity this year.   If you have the means to increase your donation a 
bit, or make a one time substantial donation, we need it. 
 
As you know, on October 10th a wildland fire started on Trinity road that quickly burned 65 
acres and several homes were evacuated.  Thanks to a rapid response and readily accessible 
equipment, the MVFD and others (CalFire, DCFD, etc) that fire was contained within 24 hours.  I 
am proud of our Chief and his firefighters: Whether fighting a fire or removing a downed tree at 
midnight in the rain, they are here to protect your lives and your property. 
 
Thank you, in advance, for your generosity to help us all maintain our ability to insure our 
homes against fire. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
 
Allison Ash 
President, MVFD Board of Directors  


