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BOARD MEMBERS

Allison Ash – President
Pat Matthews – Vice President
Marc Schwager – Treasurer
Ellen Scarr – Secretary

Michael Jablonowski –  Director

To reach the MVFD for any emergency 
dial 9-1-1
To contact the MVFD for other reasons,
visit www.mayacamasVFD.org or email
to info@mayacamasVFD.org
Follow us on Twitter @mayacamasVFD

MVFD Board meetings are open to the
public and occur on the second Monday
of each month at 7pm at Station 1,
located at the corner of Cavedale and
Trinity.

CONTACT INFORMATION

A Word from the President
By Allison Ash, MVFD Board President

 
 

I can’t believe a whole year has come and
gone, and with it so much news and so
many changes.  The Valley and Rocky
fires reminded us (with a too-close-for-
comfort strength) that we live in a
wildland area and, though beautiful, it
can be struck by fire in the blink of an
eye.  Without firefighting resources
(human and equipment) nearby, a
summer fire will turn into a wildland
incident that makes headlines and can
take lives, homes and livelihoods.  This is
why the MVFD, for all its small stature, is
essential to keep our area safe.

As you know from this newsletter and
other communications, over the last two
years the county has been working to
restructure how fire services are delivered
to volunteer areas like ours.  This
restructuring will have financial and
organizational ramifications to the
MVFD.  Our own Chief, Will Horne, has
been at the forefront of this 2 year effort,
fighting politically to ensure we keep the
MVFD largely unchanged.   As a Board
of Directors, we want to keep you
informed as changes occur, and the best
way to do that is for you to attend this
year’s Annual Meeting & Picnic, and
check our website for up to date
information.  The picnic is a free event
for just our service area – it’s lots of fun
and more details are in this newsletter.

Over the last few years we have received
an increasing number of calls for help
with the traffic situation on Trinity road.
Unsafe roads impair our ability to deliver
fire services, so we share your concerns
and have made progress:  Last year it
became illegal for large trucks to use
Trinity.

This year, one of our citizens and Trinity
resident, Judy Little, took a very active
role to draw attention to the increased
number of car drivers and the unsafe
speeds they drive.  She organized a
community meeting in January attended
by County Supervisor Susan Gorin, John
McCarthy from Sonoma County
Transportation, the CHP and over 20
Trinity residents.  This has resulted in
the County’s pledge to restripe the yellow
line on Trinity and to conduct a speed
study so a safe speed limit can be posted.
She is continuing to work to get road
repairs and other speed mitigation
implemented.  If you would like to help
Judy with her important work, let us
know via our website and we’ll put you in
touch.
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A Thursday Night at Station 1
By Skyla Olds

Skyla Olds – Director
Pete Stewart – Director

I recently attended a Thursday night training for the MVFD volunteer 
firefighters.  The atmosphere was warm at this misfit assembly, despite 
the slight chill in weather. The furnishings in Station One are much 
like the firefighters training within: slightly worn, well-loved, an 
eclectic collection, and somewhat cobbled together. 

Chief Will Horne began the lesson for the evening, instructing his 
firefighters on important details.  As he went through the lesson 
carefully, the assembled volunteers listened attentively, with bouts of 
bantering, sharing their own lessons and experiences, and light-
hearted jokes and jabs interspersed throughout the evening.

The MVFD represents both the past and the present of the Cavedale/
Trinity community.  On this night, ‘Uncle Ted’, as volunteer Ted 
Meyer is universally known, checked in with the Chief’s son, Anthony 
Horne, about the progress he has made in clearing some fallen trees 
that Anthony is turning into firewood for some elderly homeowners.  
Captain Jerry Apgar piped in with a joke, earning an eye-roll from his 
son, the youngest of the volunteers, Jesse Apgar.  Assistant Chief 
Michael Jablonowski shared a story from the Mountain in the 70s. Bill 
Cook, a resident “weekender”, suggests the changing face of the 
community.  

While always on alert for a fire or other dire emergency, the MVFD 
protects our community from the more mundane dangers of our daily 
lives.  They  are  our  first  responders  to  the car and bicycle accidents

that are becoming increasingly common as traffic increases on our 
previously little-known roads.  We, who choose to live among the 
forests, appreciate the treachery posed by high winds and fallen 
trees across the road.  Our volunteers look out for our community 
with all these concerns as well as whatever unexpected surprises 
arise.

As the firefighters went the through their drill that night, 
checked the vehicles and inspected the equipment, the station 
hummed with the murmur of their talk. These men have an 
incredible breadth of knowledge about our physical and social 
environment on the hill. They talk about properties and their 
history, naming places solely by the numerical address or by the 
family that owned it decades ago.

Against the backdrop of the teasing and story telling sprinkled 
throughout the evening’s training, some fundamental truths 
about this fire department emerge.  This department is a tight-
knit community, composed of neighbors, friends, and family 
members. Everyone here understands that, not-with-standing the 
jovial atmosphere, this is serious work.  This night’s lesson details 
best practices for rescuing fellow firefighters when a situation goes 
downhill.  The volunteers of this department train for a disaster – 
which we all hope never comes – but if it does, they will be there, 
fighting to save our homes and our lives, with their own lives at 
risk. 

 



By WILL HORNE, MVFD CHIEF

Social News and Events

MVFD Picnic and Annual Meeting – Saturday June 18th 

On Saturday June 18th, we will have our MVFD Annual Meeting & Picnic.  Jump at this chance to hang out with 
neighbors, bring something to barbeque and share, and say thanks to your Firefighters!  This year the picnic will be 
held at the beautiful Silver Cloud Farm located on at 5700 Cavedale Road.  Your hosts are Stone Edge Farms’s 
Leslie and Mac McQuown and their vineyard (located in the new Moon Mountain AVA) is farmed by locals Phil 
Coturri and vented by Jeff Baker.  They produce Cabernets that Robert Parker calls “rich, pure, gorgeously textured, 
and full bodied.”  Come join the picnic and enjoy this wonderful location.

The picnic is also the time when we nominate and elect new board members, as well as hear from Chief Horne about the current fire year and 
our local conditions.  Want to know more about becoming a board member?  Call Marc or Allison at 707-933-8876.

Starlight Dinner & Auction – Saturday August 6th
Then, SAVE THE DATE!!!  Saturday August 6th we have the must-attend event of the year, our Starlight Dinner & Auction at the magical 
Gordenker Ranch on lower Trinity Road.  This sell-out event features silent and live auctions, great wines, fantastic menu by Olive & Vine, and 
live music.  Not to be missed – so get your tickets for a seat, or for a whole table for you and your friends.

If you want to enjoy our community, come to the auction, if you want to be part of the community, help with the auction!  Although we have a 
great Auction Committee this year, we can always use more help.  Call Marc at 707-933-8876 if you’re interested.

Save these important dates for the MVFD!
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Last year’s Valley Fire in Lake County burned 76,000 acres, destroying 1280 single family homes, 27 multi-family homes, and numerous other structures. The
threat of wildfires in Sonoma County, and specifically here in our rural Cavedale Road/Trinity Road area, is a reminder to do what you can to protect your
property and be prepared to evacuate quickly should a wildfire occur. And of course, we do live in earthquake country. This is a reminder to make sure your
disaster preparedness kit is in order.

The following information can help you get started. For a complete list of what should go into your disaster kit, see http://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit.

Create a “To Go Kit” with supplies to last you 3 -7 days in case you have to evacuate. The “Five P’s of Immediate Evacuation” highlight what to take with you:

1. People-food and water for each person & pet; change of clothing. Keep supplies in backpacks, duffel bags, or storage containers in a designated
place, ready to “grab and go”.  Trader Joe’s is a great source for non-perishable foods, perfect for your disaster kit

2. Papers - important documents, copies of ID, insurance, bank account info
3. Prescriptions - medications, eyeglasses, contact lenses & solution
4. Pictures-Irreplaceable photos, objects, heirlooms
5. Personal Computer-store information on external hard drives or flash drives

Put together a kit for your car, with food, water, flares, jumper cables, seasonal supplies and other items. See http://www.ready.gov/car.
Make sure you check your stores periodically and change out expired food. For more information, see http://www.ready.gov/maintaining-your-kit and https://
www.sharecare.com/health/emergency-preparedness/how-often-replace-emergency-food.

Living here on the mountain means that we live in a
very special place and we are lucky to be here.  The
drawback is, as we all saw last summer in Lake 
County, we are susceptible to enormously damaging
fires.  Our Volunteer Fire Department is our first line
of defense against such events, and provides many
other services such as responding to medical calls,
clearing downed trees, and much more.

Running the department takes money, and that is 
where our community really shines!  One half of our 
operating budget comes from our fund raising, so 
success there is critical to keep the MVFD running.
We have two fund raising events each year; the
Starlight Dinner and Auction held in August, and the
Annual Fund Drive, held late in the year.

The 2015 Starlight Dinner and Auction raised more 
that $27,000 in 2015 which makes it our second most 
successful auction. Our Annual Fund Drive raised 
almost $24,000 this year! That is 50% more than our
best year (we started the annual fund back in 2009).
What a great response from each of you!  This shows
that you understand how important the Mayacamas
Volunteer Fire Department is to our community.

We accept donations any time of the year and we can 
now accept gifts of stock.  This can be a great way to 
donate to the MVFD and create an income tax
deduction for yourself (please seek advice from your
tax accountant). We are a non-profit 501.c.3
organization so your donations are tax deductible.

To learn more, you can go to our website at 
www.MayacamasVFD.org or contact Pat at 
pmatthews@websat.tv or 707 996 1805.

 

Did you know?  The MVFD has a Twitter account! Follow us
@MayacamasVFD. Normally we post items such as weather alerts and
fire safety information, but if there is a fire in our area, we will be using
this account to broadcast updates about the latest information about the
fire including evacuations, and fire status updates.

RESOURCES

Want to know where to place a fire hydrant? Wondering how you get a
burn permit? Curious about disaster preparedness? We have answers to
all that and more at www.MayacamasVFD.org.

Here are a few of the items you will find in the Resources section of our
website:

• When burning is allowed and who to notify
• Earthquake preparedness
• Drought resistant plant varieties
• Fire communications frequencies for your scanner
• Fire safety and landscaping information
• Hydrant design details
• Dates for our picnic and auction

Our website also has contact information, upcoming events, and all 
other public safety related news that might affect our area.

As you know, in 2015 California suffered 
the worst fire season in well over 100 
years with Lake County taking the brunt 
with a total of four fires.  The total loss 
was over 1 billion dollars.  This is a 
reminder to all in Mayacamas who live in 
a high fire area to be vigilant and keep 
the areas around our homes free of brush 
and vegetation to help your local fire 
department and CAL Fire protect us.

In other Safety News - When passing 
bicycles on our narrow roads, make sure 
when crossing the double yellow line you 
don't do it on a blind corner or with on-
coming traffic.

With regard to ladders, we get calls each 
year from falls off of ladders.  Make sure 
the ladder is in good condition and read 
ladder label about maximum weight.  
Make sure the ladder is set up on stable 
level ground.

If a large tree comes down on your property 
and involves power lines, call Fire Department 
and PG&E and do not go near the tree or 
downed power lines.

We’ve had better rain than we did last year, 
but our area is still in a water-debt and we will 
closely monitor tree moisture levels through 
the summer.   If you want to burn brush on 
your property, remember to check our website 
and follow the procedures.  If fire season has 
started you are not allowed to burn, no matter 
what. 

Disaster Preparedness

The Burn Permit section covers everything you need to know about 
burning brush for hazard reduction around your property. It includes 
burn dates, how to burn safely, Bay Area Air Quality Management 
Notifications, who to call at REDcom dispatch so people will know it is 
a controlled burn and not a brush fire.
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public and occur on the second Monday
of each month at 7pm at Station 1,
located at the corner of Cavedale and
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CONTACT INFORMATION

A Word from the President
By Allison Ash, MVFD Board President

 
 

I can’t believe a whole year has come and
gone, and with it so much news and so
many changes.  The Valley and Rocky
fires reminded us (with a too-close-for-
comfort strength) that we live in a
wildland area and, though beautiful, it
can be struck by fire in the blink of an
eye.  Without firefighting resources
(human and equipment) nearby, a
summer fire will turn into a wildland
incident that makes headlines and can
take lives, homes and livelihoods.  This is
why the MVFD, for all its small stature, is
essential to keep our area safe.

As you know from this newsletter and
other communications, over the last two
years the county has been working to
restructure how fire services are delivered
to volunteer areas like ours.  This
restructuring will have financial and
organizational ramifications to the
MVFD.  Our own Chief, Will Horne, has
been at the forefront of this 2 year effort,
fighting politically to ensure we keep the
MVFD largely unchanged.   As a Board
of Directors, we want to keep you
informed as changes occur, and the best
way to do that is for you to attend this
year’s Annual Meeting & Picnic, and
check our website for up to date
information.  The picnic is a free event
for just our service area – it’s lots of fun
and more details are in this newsletter.

Over the last few years we have received
an increasing number of calls for help
with the traffic situation on Trinity road.
Unsafe roads impair our ability to deliver
fire services, so we share your concerns
and have made progress:  Last year it
became illegal for large trucks to use
Trinity.

This year, one of our citizens and Trinity
resident, Judy Little, took a very active
role to draw attention to the increased
number of car drivers and the unsafe
speeds they drive.  She organized a
community meeting in January attended
by County Supervisor Susan Gorin, John
McCarthy from Sonoma County
Transportation, the CHP and over 20
Trinity residents.  This has resulted in
the County’s pledge to restripe the yellow
line on Trinity and to conduct a speed
study so a safe speed limit can be posted.
She is continuing to work to get road
repairs and other speed mitigation
implemented.  If you would like to help
Judy with her important work, let us
know via our website and we’ll put you in
touch.
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A Thursday Night at Station 1
By Skyla Olds

Skyla Olds – Director
Pete Stewart – Director

I recently attended a Thursday night training for the MVFD volunteer 
firefighters.  The atmosphere was warm at this misfit assembly, despite 
the slight chill in weather. The furnishings in Station One are much 
like the firefighters training within: slightly worn, well-loved, an 
eclectic collection, and somewhat cobbled together. 

Chief Will Horne began the lesson for the evening, instructing his 
firefighters on important details.  As he went through the lesson 
carefully, the assembled volunteers listened attentively, with bouts of 
bantering, sharing their own lessons and experiences, and light-
hearted jokes and jabs interspersed throughout the evening.

The MVFD represents both the past and the present of the Cavedale/
Trinity community.  On this night, ‘Uncle Ted’, as volunteer Ted 
Meyer is universally known, checked in with the Chief’s son, Anthony 
Horne, about the progress he has made in clearing some fallen trees 
that Anthony is turning into firewood for some elderly homeowners.  
Captain Jerry Apgar piped in with a joke, earning an eye-roll from his 
son, the youngest of the volunteers, Jesse Apgar.  Assistant Chief 
Michael Jablonowski shared a story from the Mountain in the 70s. Bill 
Cook, a resident “weekender”, suggests the changing face of the 
community.  

While always on alert for a fire or other dire emergency, the MVFD 
protects our community from the more mundane dangers of our daily 
lives.  They  are  our  first  responders  to  the car and bicycle accidents

that are becoming increasingly common as traffic increases on our 
previously little-known roads.  We, who choose to live among the 
forests, appreciate the treachery posed by high winds and fallen 
trees across the road.  Our volunteers look out for our community 
with all these concerns as well as whatever unexpected surprises 
arise.

As the firefighters went the through their drill that night, 
checked the vehicles and inspected the equipment, the station 
hummed with the murmur of their talk. These men have an 
incredible breadth of knowledge about our physical and social 
environment on the hill. They talk about properties and their 
history, naming places solely by the numerical address or by the 
family that owned it decades ago.

Against the backdrop of the teasing and story telling sprinkled 
throughout the evening’s training, some fundamental truths 
about this fire department emerge.  This department is a tight-
knit community, composed of neighbors, friends, and family 
members. Everyone here understands that, not-with-standing the 
jovial atmosphere, this is serious work.  This night’s lesson details 
best practices for rescuing fellow firefighters when a situation goes 
downhill.  The volunteers of this department train for a disaster – 
which we all hope never comes – but if it does, they will be there, 
fighting to save our homes and our lives, with their own lives at 
risk. 

 



By WILL HORNE, MVFD CHIEF

Social News and Events

MVFD Picnic and Annual Meeting – Saturday June 18th 

On Saturday June 18th, we will have our MVFD Annual Meeting & Picnic.  Jump at this chance to hang out with 
neighbors, bring something to barbeque and share, and say thanks to your Firefighters!  This year the picnic will be 
held at the beautiful Silver Cloud Farm located on at 5700 Cavedale Road.  Your hosts are Stone Edge Farms’s 
Leslie and Mac McQuown and their vineyard (located in the new Moon Mountain AVA) is farmed by locals Phil 
Coturri and vented by Jeff Baker.  They produce Cabernets that Robert Parker calls “rich, pure, gorgeously textured, 
and full bodied.”  Come join the picnic and enjoy this wonderful location.

The picnic is also the time when we nominate and elect new board members, as well as hear from Chief Horne about the current fire year and 
our local conditions.  Want to know more about becoming a board member?  Call Marc or Allison at 707-933-8876.

Starlight Dinner & Auction – Saturday August 6th
Then, SAVE THE DATE!!!  Saturday August 6th we have the must-attend event of the year, our Starlight Dinner & Auction at the magical 
Gordenker Ranch on lower Trinity Road.  This sell-out event features silent and live auctions, great wines, fantastic menu by Olive & Vine, and 
live music.  Not to be missed – so get your tickets for a seat, or for a whole table for you and your friends.

If you want to enjoy our community, come to the auction, if you want to be part of the community, help with the auction!  Although we have a 
great Auction Committee this year, we can always use more help.  Call Marc at 707-933-8876 if you’re interested.

Save these important dates for the MVFD!
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Last year’s Valley Fire in Lake County burned 76,000 acres, destroying 1280 single family homes, 27 multi-family homes, and numerous other structures. The
threat of wildfires in Sonoma County, and specifically here in our rural Cavedale Road/Trinity Road area, is a reminder to do what you can to protect your
property and be prepared to evacuate quickly should a wildfire occur. And of course, we do live in earthquake country. This is a reminder to make sure your
disaster preparedness kit is in order.

The following information can help you get started. For a complete list of what should go into your disaster kit, see http://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit.

Create a “To Go Kit” with supplies to last you 3 -7 days in case you have to evacuate. The “Five P’s of Immediate Evacuation” highlight what to take with you:

1. People-food and water for each person & pet; change of clothing. Keep supplies in backpacks, duffel bags, or storage containers in a designated
place, ready to “grab and go”.  Trader Joe’s is a great source for non-perishable foods, perfect for your disaster kit

2. Papers - important documents, copies of ID, insurance, bank account info
3. Prescriptions - medications, eyeglasses, contact lenses & solution
4. Pictures-Irreplaceable photos, objects, heirlooms
5. Personal Computer-store information on external hard drives or flash drives

Put together a kit for your car, with food, water, flares, jumper cables, seasonal supplies and other items. See http://www.ready.gov/car.
Make sure you check your stores periodically and change out expired food. For more information, see http://www.ready.gov/maintaining-your-kit and https://
www.sharecare.com/health/emergency-preparedness/how-often-replace-emergency-food.

Living here on the mountain means that we live in a
very special place and we are lucky to be here.  The
drawback is, as we all saw last summer in Lake 
County, we are susceptible to enormously damaging
fires.  Our Volunteer Fire Department is our first line
of defense against such events, and provides many
other services such as responding to medical calls,
clearing downed trees, and much more.

Running the department takes money, and that is 
where our community really shines!  One half of our 
operating budget comes from our fund raising, so 
success there is critical to keep the MVFD running.
We have two fund raising events each year; the
Starlight Dinner and Auction held in August, and the
Annual Fund Drive, held late in the year.

The 2015 Starlight Dinner and Auction raised more 
that $27,000 in 2015 which makes it our second most 
successful auction. Our Annual Fund Drive raised 
almost $24,000 this year! That is 50% more than our
best year (we started the annual fund back in 2009).
What a great response from each of you!  This shows
that you understand how important the Mayacamas
Volunteer Fire Department is to our community.

We accept donations any time of the year and we can 
now accept gifts of stock.  This can be a great way to 
donate to the MVFD and create an income tax
deduction for yourself (please seek advice from your
tax accountant). We are a non-profit 501.c.3
organization so your donations are tax deductible.

To learn more, you can go to our website at 
www.MayacamasVFD.org or contact Pat at 
pmatthews@websat.tv or 707 996 1805.

 

Did you know?  The MVFD has a Twitter account! Follow us
@MayacamasVFD. Normally we post items such as weather alerts and
fire safety information, but if there is a fire in our area, we will be using
this account to broadcast updates about the latest information about the
fire including evacuations, and fire status updates.

RESOURCES

Want to know where to place a fire hydrant? Wondering how you get a
burn permit? Curious about disaster preparedness? We have answers to
all that and more at www.MayacamasVFD.org.

Here are a few of the items you will find in the Resources section of our
website:

• When burning is allowed and who to notify
• Earthquake preparedness
• Drought resistant plant varieties
• Fire communications frequencies for your scanner
• Fire safety and landscaping information
• Hydrant design details
• Dates for our picnic and auction

Our website also has contact information, upcoming events, and all 
other public safety related news that might affect our area.

As you know, in 2015 California suffered 
the worst fire season in well over 100 
years with Lake County taking the brunt 
with a total of four fires.  The total loss 
was over 1 billion dollars.  This is a 
reminder to all in Mayacamas who live in 
a high fire area to be vigilant and keep 
the areas around our homes free of brush 
and vegetation to help your local fire 
department and CAL Fire protect us.

In other Safety News - When passing 
bicycles on our narrow roads, make sure 
when crossing the double yellow line you 
don't do it on a blind corner or with on-
coming traffic.

With regard to ladders, we get calls each 
year from falls off of ladders.  Make sure 
the ladder is in good condition and read 
ladder label about maximum weight.  
Make sure the ladder is set up on stable 
level ground.

If a large tree comes down on your property 
and involves power lines, call Fire Department 
and PG&E and do not go near the tree or 
downed power lines.

We’ve had better rain than we did last year, 
but our area is still in a water-debt and we will 
closely monitor tree moisture levels through 
the summer.   If you want to burn brush on 
your property, remember to check our website 
and follow the procedures.  If fire season has 
started you are not allowed to burn, no matter 
what. 

Disaster Preparedness

The Burn Permit section covers everything you need to know about 
burning brush for hazard reduction around your property. It includes 
burn dates, how to burn safely, Bay Area Air Quality Management 
Notifications, who to call at REDcom dispatch so people will know it is 
a controlled burn and not a brush fire.
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A Word from the President
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I can’t believe a whole year has come and
gone, and with it so much news and so
many changes.  The Valley and Rocky
fires reminded us (with a too-close-for-
comfort strength) that we live in a
wildland area and, though beautiful, it
can be struck by fire in the blink of an
eye.  Without firefighting resources
(human and equipment) nearby, a
summer fire will turn into a wildland
incident that makes headlines and can
take lives, homes and livelihoods.  This is
why the MVFD, for all its small stature, is
essential to keep our area safe.

As you know from this newsletter and
other communications, over the last two
years the county has been working to
restructure how fire services are delivered
to volunteer areas like ours.  This
restructuring will have financial and
organizational ramifications to the
MVFD.  Our own Chief, Will Horne, has
been at the forefront of this 2 year effort,
fighting politically to ensure we keep the
MVFD largely unchanged.   As a Board
of Directors, we want to keep you
informed as changes occur, and the best
way to do that is for you to attend this
year’s Annual Meeting & Picnic, and
check our website for up to date
information.  The picnic is a free event
for just our service area – it’s lots of fun
and more details are in this newsletter.

Over the last few years we have received
an increasing number of calls for help
with the traffic situation on Trinity road.
Unsafe roads impair our ability to deliver
fire services, so we share your concerns
and have made progress:  Last year it
became illegal for large trucks to use
Trinity.

This year, one of our citizens and Trinity
resident, Judy Little, took a very active
role to draw attention to the increased
number of car drivers and the unsafe
speeds they drive.  She organized a
community meeting in January attended
by County Supervisor Susan Gorin, John
McCarthy from Sonoma County
Transportation, the CHP and over 20
Trinity residents.  This has resulted in
the County’s pledge to restripe the yellow
line on Trinity and to conduct a speed
study so a safe speed limit can be posted.
She is continuing to work to get road
repairs and other speed mitigation
implemented.  If you would like to help
Judy with her important work, let us
know via our website and we’ll put you in
touch.
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A Thursday Night at Station 1
By Skyla Olds

Skyla Olds – Director
Pete Stewart – Director

I recently attended a Thursday night training for the MVFD volunteer 
firefighters.  The atmosphere was warm at this misfit assembly, despite 
the slight chill in weather. The furnishings in Station One are much 
like the firefighters training within: slightly worn, well-loved, an 
eclectic collection, and somewhat cobbled together. 

Chief Will Horne began the lesson for the evening, instructing his 
firefighters on important details.  As he went through the lesson 
carefully, the assembled volunteers listened attentively, with bouts of 
bantering, sharing their own lessons and experiences, and light-
hearted jokes and jabs interspersed throughout the evening.

The MVFD represents both the past and the present of the Cavedale/
Trinity community.  On this night, ‘Uncle Ted’, as volunteer Ted 
Meyer is universally known, checked in with the Chief’s son, Anthony 
Horne, about the progress he has made in clearing some fallen trees 
that Anthony is turning into firewood for some elderly homeowners.  
Captain Jerry Apgar piped in with a joke, earning an eye-roll from his 
son, the youngest of the volunteers, Jesse Apgar.  Assistant Chief 
Michael Jablonowski shared a story from the Mountain in the 70s. Bill 
Cook, a resident “weekender”, suggests the changing face of the 
community.  

While always on alert for a fire or other dire emergency, the MVFD 
protects our community from the more mundane dangers of our daily 
lives.  They  are  our  first  responders  to  the car and bicycle accidents

that are becoming increasingly common as traffic increases on our 
previously little-known roads.  We, who choose to live among the 
forests, appreciate the treachery posed by high winds and fallen 
trees across the road.  Our volunteers look out for our community 
with all these concerns as well as whatever unexpected surprises 
arise.

As the firefighters went the through their drill that night, 
checked the vehicles and inspected the equipment, the station 
hummed with the murmur of their talk. These men have an 
incredible breadth of knowledge about our physical and social 
environment on the hill. They talk about properties and their 
history, naming places solely by the numerical address or by the 
family that owned it decades ago.

Against the backdrop of the teasing and story telling sprinkled 
throughout the evening’s training, some fundamental truths 
about this fire department emerge.  This department is a tight-
knit community, composed of neighbors, friends, and family 
members. Everyone here understands that, not-with-standing the 
jovial atmosphere, this is serious work.  This night’s lesson details 
best practices for rescuing fellow firefighters when a situation goes 
downhill.  The volunteers of this department train for a disaster – 
which we all hope never comes – but if it does, they will be there, 
fighting to save our homes and our lives, with their own lives at 
risk. 

 



By WILL HORNE, MVFD CHIEF

Social News and Events

MVFD Picnic and Annual Meeting – Saturday June 18th 

On Saturday June 18th, we will have our MVFD Annual Meeting & Picnic.  Jump at this chance to hang out with 
neighbors, bring something to barbeque and share, and say thanks to your Firefighters!  This year the picnic will be 
held at the beautiful Silver Cloud Farm located on at 5700 Cavedale Road.  Your hosts are Stone Edge Farms’s 
Leslie and Mac McQuown and their vineyard (located in the new Moon Mountain AVA) is farmed by locals Phil 
Coturri and vented by Jeff Baker.  They produce Cabernets that Robert Parker calls “rich, pure, gorgeously textured, 
and full bodied.”  Come join the picnic and enjoy this wonderful location.

The picnic is also the time when we nominate and elect new board members, as well as hear from Chief Horne about the current fire year and 
our local conditions.  Want to know more about becoming a board member?  Call Marc or Allison at 707-933-8876.

Starlight Dinner & Auction – Saturday August 6th
Then, SAVE THE DATE!!!  Saturday August 6th we have the must-attend event of the year, our Starlight Dinner & Auction at the magical 
Gordenker Ranch on lower Trinity Road.  This sell-out event features silent and live auctions, great wines, fantastic menu by Olive & Vine, and 
live music.  Not to be missed – so get your tickets for a seat, or for a whole table for you and your friends.

If you want to enjoy our community, come to the auction, if you want to be part of the community, help with the auction!  Although we have a 
great Auction Committee this year, we can always use more help.  Call Marc at 707-933-8876 if you’re interested.

Save these important dates for the MVFD!
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Last year’s Valley Fire in Lake County burned 76,000 acres, destroying 1280 single family homes, 27 multi-family homes, and numerous other structures. The
threat of wildfires in Sonoma County, and specifically here in our rural Cavedale Road/Trinity Road area, is a reminder to do what you can to protect your
property and be prepared to evacuate quickly should a wildfire occur. And of course, we do live in earthquake country. This is a reminder to make sure your
disaster preparedness kit is in order.

The following information can help you get started. For a complete list of what should go into your disaster kit, see http://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit.

Create a “To Go Kit” with supplies to last you 3 -7 days in case you have to evacuate. The “Five P’s of Immediate Evacuation” highlight what to take with you:

1. People-food and water for each person & pet; change of clothing. Keep supplies in backpacks, duffel bags, or storage containers in a designated
place, ready to “grab and go”.  Trader Joe’s is a great source for non-perishable foods, perfect for your disaster kit

2. Papers - important documents, copies of ID, insurance, bank account info
3. Prescriptions - medications, eyeglasses, contact lenses & solution
4. Pictures-Irreplaceable photos, objects, heirlooms
5. Personal Computer-store information on external hard drives or flash drives

Put together a kit for your car, with food, water, flares, jumper cables, seasonal supplies and other items. See http://www.ready.gov/car.
Make sure you check your stores periodically and change out expired food. For more information, see http://www.ready.gov/maintaining-your-kit and https://
www.sharecare.com/health/emergency-preparedness/how-often-replace-emergency-food.

Living here on the mountain means that we live in a
very special place and we are lucky to be here.  The
drawback is, as we all saw last summer in Lake 
County, we are susceptible to enormously damaging
fires.  Our Volunteer Fire Department is our first line
of defense against such events, and provides many
other services such as responding to medical calls,
clearing downed trees, and much more.

Running the department takes money, and that is 
where our community really shines!  One half of our 
operating budget comes from our fund raising, so 
success there is critical to keep the MVFD running.
We have two fund raising events each year; the
Starlight Dinner and Auction held in August, and the
Annual Fund Drive, held late in the year.

The 2015 Starlight Dinner and Auction raised more 
that $27,000 in 2015 which makes it our second most 
successful auction. Our Annual Fund Drive raised 
almost $24,000 this year! That is 50% more than our
best year (we started the annual fund back in 2009).
What a great response from each of you!  This shows
that you understand how important the Mayacamas
Volunteer Fire Department is to our community.

We accept donations any time of the year and we can 
now accept gifts of stock.  This can be a great way to 
donate to the MVFD and create an income tax
deduction for yourself (please seek advice from your
tax accountant). We are a non-profit 501.c.3
organization so your donations are tax deductible.

To learn more, you can go to our website at 
www.MayacamasVFD.org or contact Pat at 
pmatthews@websat.tv or 707 996 1805.

 

Did you know?  The MVFD has a Twitter account! Follow us
@MayacamasVFD. Normally we post items such as weather alerts and
fire safety information, but if there is a fire in our area, we will be using
this account to broadcast updates about the latest information about the
fire including evacuations, and fire status updates.

RESOURCES

Want to know where to place a fire hydrant? Wondering how you get a
burn permit? Curious about disaster preparedness? We have answers to
all that and more at www.MayacamasVFD.org.

Here are a few of the items you will find in the Resources section of our
website:

• When burning is allowed and who to notify
• Earthquake preparedness
• Drought resistant plant varieties
• Fire communications frequencies for your scanner
• Fire safety and landscaping information
• Hydrant design details
• Dates for our picnic and auction

Our website also has contact information, upcoming events, and all 
other public safety related news that might affect our area.

As you know, in 2015 California suffered 
the worst fire season in well over 100 
years with Lake County taking the brunt 
with a total of four fires.  The total loss 
was over 1 billion dollars.  This is a 
reminder to all in Mayacamas who live in 
a high fire area to be vigilant and keep 
the areas around our homes free of brush 
and vegetation to help your local fire 
department and CAL Fire protect us.

In other Safety News - When passing 
bicycles on our narrow roads, make sure 
when crossing the double yellow line you 
don't do it on a blind corner or with on-
coming traffic.

With regard to ladders, we get calls each 
year from falls off of ladders.  Make sure 
the ladder is in good condition and read 
ladder label about maximum weight.  
Make sure the ladder is set up on stable 
level ground.

If a large tree comes down on your property 
and involves power lines, call Fire Department 
and PG&E and do not go near the tree or 
downed power lines.

We’ve had better rain than we did last year, 
but our area is still in a water-debt and we will 
closely monitor tree moisture levels through 
the summer.   If you want to burn brush on 
your property, remember to check our website 
and follow the procedures.  If fire season has 
started you are not allowed to burn, no matter 
what. 

Disaster Preparedness

The Burn Permit section covers everything you need to know about 
burning brush for hazard reduction around your property. It includes 
burn dates, how to burn safely, Bay Area Air Quality Management 
Notifications, who to call at REDcom dispatch so people will know it is 
a controlled burn and not a brush fire.
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A Word from the President
By Allison Ash, MVFD Board President

 
 

I can’t believe a whole year has come and
gone, and with it so much news and so
many changes.  The Valley and Rocky
fires reminded us (with a too-close-for-
comfort strength) that we live in a
wildland area and, though beautiful, it
can be struck by fire in the blink of an
eye.  Without firefighting resources
(human and equipment) nearby, a
summer fire will turn into a wildland
incident that makes headlines and can
take lives, homes and livelihoods.  This is
why the MVFD, for all its small stature, is
essential to keep our area safe.

As you know from this newsletter and
other communications, over the last two
years the county has been working to
restructure how fire services are delivered
to volunteer areas like ours.  This
restructuring will have financial and
organizational ramifications to the
MVFD.  Our own Chief, Will Horne, has
been at the forefront of this 2 year effort,
fighting politically to ensure we keep the
MVFD largely unchanged.   As a Board
of Directors, we want to keep you
informed as changes occur, and the best
way to do that is for you to attend this
year’s Annual Meeting & Picnic, and
check our website for up to date
information.  The picnic is a free event
for just our service area – it’s lots of fun
and more details are in this newsletter.

Over the last few years we have received
an increasing number of calls for help
with the traffic situation on Trinity road.
Unsafe roads impair our ability to deliver
fire services, so we share your concerns
and have made progress:  Last year it
became illegal for large trucks to use
Trinity.

This year, one of our citizens and Trinity
resident, Judy Little, took a very active
role to draw attention to the increased
number of car drivers and the unsafe
speeds they drive.  She organized a
community meeting in January attended
by County Supervisor Susan Gorin, John
McCarthy from Sonoma County
Transportation, the CHP and over 20
Trinity residents.  This has resulted in
the County’s pledge to restripe the yellow
line on Trinity and to conduct a speed
study so a safe speed limit can be posted.
She is continuing to work to get road
repairs and other speed mitigation
implemented.  If you would like to help
Judy with her important work, let us
know via our website and we’ll put you in
touch.
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A Thursday Night at Station 1
By Skyla Olds

Skyla Olds – Director
Pete Stewart – Director

I recently attended a Thursday night training for the MVFD volunteer 
firefighters.  The atmosphere was warm at this misfit assembly, despite 
the slight chill in weather. The furnishings in Station One are much 
like the firefighters training within: slightly worn, well-loved, an 
eclectic collection, and somewhat cobbled together. 

Chief Will Horne began the lesson for the evening, instructing his 
firefighters on important details.  As he went through the lesson 
carefully, the assembled volunteers listened attentively, with bouts of 
bantering, sharing their own lessons and experiences, and light-
hearted jokes and jabs interspersed throughout the evening.

The MVFD represents both the past and the present of the Cavedale/
Trinity community.  On this night, ‘Uncle Ted’, as volunteer Ted 
Meyer is universally known, checked in with the Chief’s son, Anthony 
Horne, about the progress he has made in clearing some fallen trees 
that Anthony is turning into firewood for some elderly homeowners.  
Captain Jerry Apgar piped in with a joke, earning an eye-roll from his 
son, the youngest of the volunteers, Jesse Apgar.  Assistant Chief 
Michael Jablonowski shared a story from the Mountain in the 70s. Bill 
Cook, a resident “weekender”, suggests the changing face of the 
community.  

While always on alert for a fire or other dire emergency, the MVFD 
protects our community from the more mundane dangers of our daily 
lives.  They  are  our  first  responders  to  the car and bicycle accidents

that are becoming increasingly common as traffic increases on our 
previously little-known roads.  We, who choose to live among the 
forests, appreciate the treachery posed by high winds and fallen 
trees across the road.  Our volunteers look out for our community 
with all these concerns as well as whatever unexpected surprises 
arise.

As the firefighters went the through their drill that night, 
checked the vehicles and inspected the equipment, the station 
hummed with the murmur of their talk. These men have an 
incredible breadth of knowledge about our physical and social 
environment on the hill. They talk about properties and their 
history, naming places solely by the numerical address or by the 
family that owned it decades ago.

Against the backdrop of the teasing and story telling sprinkled 
throughout the evening’s training, some fundamental truths 
about this fire department emerge.  This department is a tight-
knit community, composed of neighbors, friends, and family 
members. Everyone here understands that, not-with-standing the 
jovial atmosphere, this is serious work.  This night’s lesson details 
best practices for rescuing fellow firefighters when a situation goes 
downhill.  The volunteers of this department train for a disaster – 
which we all hope never comes – but if it does, they will be there, 
fighting to save our homes and our lives, with their own lives at 
risk. 

 



By WILL HORNE, MVFD CHIEF

Social News and Events

MVFD Picnic and Annual Meeting – Saturday June 18th 

On Saturday June 18th, we will have our MVFD Annual Meeting & Picnic.  Jump at this chance to hang out with 
neighbors, bring something to barbeque and share, and say thanks to your Firefighters!  This year the picnic will be 
held at the beautiful Silver Cloud Farm located on at 5700 Cavedale Road.  Your hosts are Stone Edge Farms’s 
Leslie and Mac McQuown and their vineyard (located in the new Moon Mountain AVA) is farmed by locals Phil 
Coturri and vented by Jeff Baker.  They produce Cabernets that Robert Parker calls “rich, pure, gorgeously textured, 
and full bodied.”  Come join the picnic and enjoy this wonderful location.

The picnic is also the time when we nominate and elect new board members, as well as hear from Chief Horne about the current fire year and 
our local conditions.  Want to know more about becoming a board member?  Call Marc or Allison at 707-933-8876.

Starlight Dinner & Auction – Saturday August 6th
Then, SAVE THE DATE!!!  Saturday August 6th we have the must-attend event of the year, our Starlight Dinner & Auction at the magical 
Gordenker Ranch on lower Trinity Road.  This sell-out event features silent and live auctions, great wines, fantastic menu by Olive & Vine, and 
live music.  Not to be missed – so get your tickets for a seat, or for a whole table for you and your friends.

If you want to enjoy our community, come to the auction, if you want to be part of the community, help with the auction!  Although we have a 
great Auction Committee this year, we can always use more help.  Call Marc at 707-933-8876 if you’re interested.

Save these important dates for the MVFD!
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Last year’s Valley Fire in Lake County burned 76,000 acres, destroying 1280 single family homes, 27 multi-family homes, and numerous other structures. The
threat of wildfires in Sonoma County, and specifically here in our rural Cavedale Road/Trinity Road area, is a reminder to do what you can to protect your
property and be prepared to evacuate quickly should a wildfire occur. And of course, we do live in earthquake country. This is a reminder to make sure your
disaster preparedness kit is in order.

The following information can help you get started. For a complete list of what should go into your disaster kit, see http://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit.

Create a “To Go Kit” with supplies to last you 3 -7 days in case you have to evacuate. The “Five P’s of Immediate Evacuation” highlight what to take with you:

1. People-food and water for each person & pet; change of clothing. Keep supplies in backpacks, duffel bags, or storage containers in a designated
place, ready to “grab and go”.  Trader Joe’s is a great source for non-perishable foods, perfect for your disaster kit

2. Papers - important documents, copies of ID, insurance, bank account info
3. Prescriptions - medications, eyeglasses, contact lenses & solution
4. Pictures-Irreplaceable photos, objects, heirlooms
5. Personal Computer-store information on external hard drives or flash drives

Put together a kit for your car, with food, water, flares, jumper cables, seasonal supplies and other items. See http://www.ready.gov/car.
Make sure you check your stores periodically and change out expired food. For more information, see http://www.ready.gov/maintaining-your-kit and https://
www.sharecare.com/health/emergency-preparedness/how-often-replace-emergency-food.

Living here on the mountain means that we live in a
very special place and we are lucky to be here.  The
drawback is, as we all saw last summer in Lake 
County, we are susceptible to enormously damaging
fires.  Our Volunteer Fire Department is our first line
of defense against such events, and provides many
other services such as responding to medical calls,
clearing downed trees, and much more.

Running the department takes money, and that is 
where our community really shines!  One half of our 
operating budget comes from our fund raising, so 
success there is critical to keep the MVFD running.
We have two fund raising events each year; the
Starlight Dinner and Auction held in August, and the
Annual Fund Drive, held late in the year.

The 2015 Starlight Dinner and Auction raised more 
that $27,000 in 2015 which makes it our second most 
successful auction. Our Annual Fund Drive raised 
almost $24,000 this year! That is 50% more than our
best year (we started the annual fund back in 2009).
What a great response from each of you!  This shows
that you understand how important the Mayacamas
Volunteer Fire Department is to our community.

We accept donations any time of the year and we can 
now accept gifts of stock.  This can be a great way to 
donate to the MVFD and create an income tax
deduction for yourself (please seek advice from your
tax accountant). We are a non-profit 501.c.3
organization so your donations are tax deductible.

To learn more, you can go to our website at 
www.MayacamasVFD.org or contact Pat at 
pmatthews@websat.tv or 707 996 1805.

 

Did you know?  The MVFD has a Twitter account! Follow us
@MayacamasVFD. Normally we post items such as weather alerts and
fire safety information, but if there is a fire in our area, we will be using
this account to broadcast updates about the latest information about the
fire including evacuations, and fire status updates.

RESOURCES

Want to know where to place a fire hydrant? Wondering how you get a
burn permit? Curious about disaster preparedness? We have answers to
all that and more at www.MayacamasVFD.org.

Here are a few of the items you will find in the Resources section of our
website:

• When burning is allowed and who to notify
• Earthquake preparedness
• Drought resistant plant varieties
• Fire communications frequencies for your scanner
• Fire safety and landscaping information
• Hydrant design details
• Dates for our picnic and auction

Our website also has contact information, upcoming events, and all 
other public safety related news that might affect our area.

As you know, in 2015 California suffered 
the worst fire season in well over 100 
years with Lake County taking the brunt 
with a total of four fires.  The total loss 
was over 1 billion dollars.  This is a 
reminder to all in Mayacamas who live in 
a high fire area to be vigilant and keep 
the areas around our homes free of brush 
and vegetation to help your local fire 
department and CAL Fire protect us.

In other Safety News - When passing 
bicycles on our narrow roads, make sure 
when crossing the double yellow line you 
don't do it on a blind corner or with on-
coming traffic.

With regard to ladders, we get calls each 
year from falls off of ladders.  Make sure 
the ladder is in good condition and read 
ladder label about maximum weight.  
Make sure the ladder is set up on stable 
level ground.

If a large tree comes down on your property 
and involves power lines, call Fire Department 
and PG&E and do not go near the tree or 
downed power lines.

We’ve had better rain than we did last year, 
but our area is still in a water-debt and we will 
closely monitor tree moisture levels through 
the summer.   If you want to burn brush on 
your property, remember to check our website 
and follow the procedures.  If fire season has 
started you are not allowed to burn, no matter 
what. 

Disaster Preparedness

The Burn Permit section covers everything you need to know about 
burning brush for hazard reduction around your property. It includes 
burn dates, how to burn safely, Bay Area Air Quality Management 
Notifications, who to call at REDcom dispatch so people will know it is 
a controlled burn and not a brush fire.


